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The 26th IMC: Baréges, France, 7-10 June 2007: a delight!

Paul Roggemans ', Galina Gospodineva *, Katya Koleva ? and Desislava Zhivkova

conference included a lecture program, an unforgettable excursion to the famous Pic du Midi Obzervatory aned

above all a wonderful atmosphere of friendship and cooperation.

Recetved 2007 July 15

1 Imtroduction

Since the very beginning, the International Meteor Con-
ferences got something of magic. Over the years, meet-
ing after meeting more meteor workers got involved, As
long as 20 years ago. a saying cireulated: ‘The IMC, you
can't afford to miss it." Onee someosne tasted the won-
derful atmosphere, people can't resist the TMC spirit
and come back vear after year, The IMC community
has grown into one of the most successful specialized in-
ternational astronomical meetings within the world of
amateur astronomers.

At a given moment it looked as if, for the first time,
we would have had over 100 participants, However in
the final week some registered participants cancelled for
various reasons. With 84 people rom 18 countries, it is
obwious that the IMC spirit motivates year by year more
people to take part, The lecture program was well filled
and the presentations of exceptional quality, the atmo-
gphere was always friendly and the organizational worlk
done very professionally for every detail. The meals
were in the French way and thus a delight for all of
us, with always a salad to start and a tasteful menu
with wine as much as anyone wanted, dessert, coffee and
cheese with appropriate wine, not seen at an IMC zinee
1943 also in France. The wonderful Pvrenees with their
impressive landscape, the spectacular excursion to the
Pic du Midi Observatory via the pass Tourmalet, the
legendary Astro Poetry show, the famous Belgian beers
in the har, the specialities that our Japanese, Polish,
Eulgarian and other friends offered all of us, the sev-
eral excellent guitar plaving and singing meteor work-
ers, it all helped the indescribable IMC spirit to be felt
stronger as ever before.

2 The arrival and opening

The days before the IMC several people were already in
Bareges for the Radio School and the Orbit workshop
(Wislez, 2007). Instead of late evening workshops dur-
ing the IMC, specialized participants have sessions in
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the days just before the IMC, The possibility to come
a day or two before the main IMC is ideal to make the
travelling more worthwhile and take a holiday to enjoy
the region. DMost participants arrived doring Thurs-
day T June. The accommodation in L'Hospitalet was
perfect for an IMC with comfortable rooms and an ex-
tremely friendly, helpful staff. A movie theatre down
in the village proved to be perfect as lecture room, a
short walk several times a day between the IMC host
and the lecture room served for some extra time to chat.
Thursday at about 18" French time (defined as some in-
stant between 18" and 18430 the opening speech and
a weleome reception marked the official start of the 26th
IMC. Frangois Colas, coordinator of the local organizing
committee, opened the TMC and introduced the mayor
of Baréges who welcomed the IMC participants, in En-
elish. After the official speeches a welcoming drink was
offered to everyone, Most people had arrived in time to
emjoy the first evening dinner and learned to clean the
tahles after dinner. Some went to bed early to recover
from the long journey to the IMC, while the others en-
Joyed the bar till late at night.

Fugure | - Concentrated looks during the lectures: from
left to right Danielle Moser, Tom Roclandts, Benny Gyes,
Roland Winkler, Mivko Mitschke, Katva Koleva and Frans
Lowiessen. Photo: Jean-Mare Wisles.



104

Figure 2 — The main building of Pic du Midi observatory
and the dark blue sky. Photo: Lue Bastiaens,

3 The Friday program, lecture day

Friday was the main lecture day, The first session
‘Method of observation: single and multiple station’
was chaired by Jérémie Vaubaillon who introduced Pe-
ter Brown, one of the IMO founding members and first
Council members. Peter presented an impressive lec-
ture about his ongoing research: ‘An Overview of the
Meteor Research Program at the University of Western
Ontario’. Then Detlef Koschny, one of our IMC veter-
ans, informed us about ‘Data analysis of double-station
meteors’. Next, Eduard Bettonvil developed his 2005
and 2006 talks about determining positions of meteor
trails with another aspect: ‘Precision of a meteor’s im-
pact position on the Earth’. During the coffee break
a local specialty from the Netherlands was offered at
the occasion of Jos Nijland's hirthday: a large taste-
ful bread with raisins, a most appreciated extra. After
the coffee break Jonathan MeAuliffe entertained the an-
dience with a talk about ‘Canary Islands Dounble Sta-
tion Meteor Project — First Light!" with a flavour of
Irish humour. Felix Bettonvil completed the first ses-
sion with a talk about a very important but in the past
often neglected aspect: “Velocity determination of me-
teors based on frequency analysis’.

The second session was chaired by David Asher and
was dedicated to ‘Dynamics of meteoroids (1), Maria
Grisevich from Moscow, Russia, presented: “New
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methed for entry dynamics determination upon obser-
vations'. The morning sessions were completed by
Jérémie Vaubaillon revealing the latest predictions for
the possible 2007 Aurigid meteor outburst.

The excellent weather on Friday noon allowed the
enjovment of a tasteful lunch in the open air, offer-
ing plenty of time for informal contacts. The Gen-
eral Assembly of the International Meteor Organiza-
tion opened the afternoon sessions. With Jiirgen Rend-
tel, David Asher and Josep Trigo, being as only coun-
¢il members present, the IMO General Assembly was
rather short, not even a financial report was presented
to be approved,

After the coffee break the session about Dynamics of
meteoroids continued, chaired by Peter Brown. David
Asher explained ‘the basic idea of Meteor stream res-
onances” and Galina Hyabova introduced ‘the weight-
ing method in modelling of meteoroid stream forma-
tion”. The time schedule of the lectures was remark.
ably well respected. Jirgen Rendtel chaired session 3
about Vides abeervations, First Shinsuke Abe informed
ug about the “Japanese TV meteor observation network
and the future plans from space’. Then Juraj Toth from
Slavakin described the ‘all-sky TV meteor observations
from Modra', Josep Trigo and Jose Maria Maliedo in-
trodueced “the Spanish Fireball Network for continuous
all-zky COD and video monitoring', After this lecture it
was time for the poster session with plenty of tine for
informal contacts and also to make renewals for IMO
membership fees. Fewer posters were displaved than at
previous IMCs, but the quality of the presentations was
excellent,

The Friday evening dinner was preceded by another
reception with local fine white wine and cake offered by
the host of U'Hospitalet and much appreciated by every-
one, After dinner, and when the tables were cleaned,
the Polish team displayed a film about the past IMC
2006 in Roden and Jérémie got the audience in the
mood with the 2004 IMC song. When the evening

program was fnished, nobody moved as if we all ex-
pected more, until Jérémie spoke the magic words: ‘the
bar iz open’ and in no time everyboedy rushed up to
I"'Hospitalet!

Figure & - Kazuya Noguchi and Masa-yuki Yamamoto read-
ing Haikus in Japanese and then in English. Photo: Jean-
Mare Wislez,
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More people discovered the wealth of Belgian becrs
in the bar where the ewcellent guitar plavers like
Valentin - Velkow,  Jérémie Vaubaillon, Jonathan
MeAuliffe, ete. inspired everyone to sing all together
playing music in various ways. The Bulgarian K-K-
song couldn't fail, ‘Let it be' was performed as T-eMl-
Cee’. and the meteor blues were invented till early in
the morning.

4 Saturday, the excursion day

After breakfast, and having cleaned the tables, we left
by bus at 8 French time to visit the Pic du Midi ob-
servatory. The ride with the two busses through the
Pyrenees offered breathtaking views with a short stop
at the well known Tourmalet. The final track was even
more spectacular as we went up to the 2000 meter high
ohservatory by cable cars. Visiting the observatory un-
der the excellent weather conditions was a real delight,
excellent to take the traditional group picture. There-
after we were guided to see the 2 meter telescope, a
G0 om telescope and the famous Bernard Lyot Coreno-
graph.

Due to some delay to get the entive group down by
cable car, we got caught in a thunderstorm with heavy
rainfall. The planned picnic at Tourmalet was replaced
by plan B. While it rained cats and dogs, the entire IMC
group found shelter under & kind of public roof where
the picnic packages were distributed to eat. The law of
Murphy did it again as it stopped raining once we were
all in the bus to return to Baréges where we arrived a
bit delayed for the Hnal 10 lectures of this IMC.

Seszion 4 started with about an hour delay and cowv-
ered Meteor Shower analysis chaired by Masa-yukd Ya-
maMoto., First Pavel Koten from the Czech Republic
informed ws about ‘the video observations of the 2006
Leonids at the Ondfejov Observatory'.  Then Geert
Barentsen revealed some new features of the VDMB
data input and showed with some animated graphs how

Figure 4 - The last IMC evening many spent the night

singing together, On the foreground we recognize from
left te right: Galing Gospodinova, Desislava Zhivkova,
Gieert Barentsen |harmonica), Detlef Koschny, Masa-yuki
Yamamoto, Jonathan MeAuliffe (guitar), Frans Lowiessen
and Lucie Maguet {laptop). Photo: Katyva Kolova,
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Figure 5 — Jérémie Vaubaillon explains the history of the
coronograph. Photo: Detlef Koschny,

the on the flv ZHR gets its shape as observations are
being added, Next, Przemyslaw Zoladek and Mariusz
Wisniewski gave an impressive overview of “the results
of the Polish Fireball Network double station results
and 2004 Perseid meteor shower', The session was com-
pleted with the lecture of Jirgen Rendtel about ‘the
details of the strong 2006 Orionids outburst’ and eom-
parison with past Orienid activity.

After a short coffee break, Session 5 about Radio
observations was chaired by Galina Ryabova, Kazuva
Moguchi presented ‘Development of an automatic echo-
conmting program for HROFFT spectrograms’ and
Valentin Grigore described “the visual and photographic
2006 Geminid results in Romania”. The final session
f about special observations was chaired by Frangois
Colas, Masa-yuki Yamamoto introduced ‘the WIND
project: A Lithium release experiment by a Japanese
sounding rocket’. As the lectures were shorter than
planned, the program got almost on schedule (French
time). Jifi Borovicka gave a detailed overview of ‘the
spectroscopic results for Geminid meteors’ which are
very distinct from other meteor showers being more
compact due to their perihelion passage close to the sun.
Then Jérémie Vaubaillon talked about ‘the hard task
of observing meteoroids’ and stressed the importance
of amatenr-professional cooperation.  Professional as-
tronemers cannot do the amount of abservations needed
and amateurs need the professionals for information and
motivation. The final speaker was Valentin Grigore who
proposed: ‘the European Near Earth Asteroid Research
P I_'r'ljt"'l'f '
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Then at the end of Saturday afterncon, sooner than
on any previous IMC, IMO President Jirgen Rendtel
thanked the IMC organizers Francols Colas and Jérémie
Vaubaillon as well as their assistants who did the work
'behind the curtaing' for this splendid IMC we all en-
Jowed so much. Any words fail to express the degree of
our gratitude to the organizers.

After dinner the cinema alias lecture room was filled
with more participants than during any of the lecture
sessions. An IMC without the legendary International
Meteor Poetry Show directed by Andrei Dorian Gheo-
rge would not be a real IMC anymore., Andrei managed
to get many participants on stage for poems, haikus and
performances accompanied by the guitarists Jérémie
Vaubaillon, Valentin Velkov, Jonathan MeAuliffe and
Stanislav Kaniansky. Songs like the 2006 IMC SONE
of Jonathan and the 2005 IMC song by Jérémie got
the andience singing together, an unforgettable atmo-
sphere,

At the end of this memorable evening Jérémie
Vaubaillon spoke words of thanks to Frangois Colas who
had done most of the impressive arganizational work.
After some final instructions for the departure Sunday
Morning, we were reminded to clean the tables,

The law of Murphy hit again as all the IMC partic-
ipants were showered by the intense rainfall on the way
up to I'Hoapitalet, a few hundreds of meters at the other
side of the village. Afterwards the bar was filled with
peaple, playing guitar, singing all together, for many
hours as nobody wanted to quit this magic emotional
atmosphere of friendship and brotherhood. For many of
us no more than a couple of hour of sleep were left he-
fore the departure of the bus to Lourdes and Barcelona
for the participants who went on to attend the profes-
sional meeting ‘Meteoroids’. The exceptional timing of
this IMC was planned to connect the two meetings so
that one journey made it possible to attend the twa
conferences and 19 persons took advantage of this for-

mula. Maore about ‘Meteoroids’ can be read in a report

by Jirgen Rendtel and David Asher (2007),

Figure & — The cable car arriving at the Pie du Midi Obser-
vatory, Photo: Adriana Nicolse,
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5 The impressions of some of the
youngest IMC participants

The roots of the IMC tradition go back to 1979 and the
formula still appeals to young observers and newcomers.
We hope that our testimonies may convenience you to
join us at our next conference!

Galina Gospodinova: Although T observe mete-
ors since 203, it was my first participation in a metear
conference and my first visit to France. When we en-
tered the small beautiful mountain village of Bariges,
my first impression was that it looks like a site taken
from a fairy tale, It was surrounded by mountains from
everywhere and a small river flowed through its centre.
I have so many memories of the conference itself but
I will share the most exciting of them, Most Impres-
sive was the friendliness of all participants. All of them
were friendly, jovful and amusing and predisposed me
in favour of being myself. The lectures were very inter-
esting and made me even more enthusiastic than before
to observe meteors whenever T have a chance to do it.
The hostel where we stayed was unusual with its ancient
appearance, The meetings we had in it in the evenings
were new for me. I liked them very much hecause [ saw
people of different ages and different countries being to-
gether and having a good time in one and the same way.
These are my brightest impressions of the IMC and [
am glad to share them with youl

Katya Koleva: First | want to say that this con-
ference was one of the best for me. It was full of emo-
tions, Ewvervone predisposed me to communicate and
this made me very close with them. The astronomers
are very [riendly persons. No matter what age they are!
The place of Bartges was amazing. We saw the most
beautiful observatory. For its location. .. — I have no
words! Teeiah (4 470 Abmahsh fAhi Al Jérémie and
Frangois had organized evervthing perfectly, Everyone
looked happy and satisfied. 1 want to thank them again!

This year we saw the results, which these meetings
generate: double-station metear observations between
neighbour countries. It is so exciting to see that the
IMC unites the participants and that they start to work
together like a close team. I noticed that many of the
conference participants were involved as professionals
in physics and astronomy. This is wonderful. Each
IMC always suppliss me with new interesting and useful
acquaintances,

Desislava Zhivkova: My impressions of the IMC
this year are wonderful. From the lectures of the aother
participants [ learnt many new things about meteor ob-
servations. I realized how and what our data are used
for, and I am glad to know that our work during the
year gives results. As young ohservers we are happy to
help the study of these interesting phenomena. T was
[ascinated by the friendly atmosphere of the IMC, The
peaple there are very friendly and although we are quite
vounger than most of the participants, they accepted us
very well. I give my special congratulations to the orga-
nizers who were taking care for us during all our stay.
The village where the conference took place was very
beautiful indeed. Chur visit to the Observatory Pie du
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Figure 7
Luc Bastisens.

Midi was very interesting. Thank you for this unforget-
table experience. For sure my participation at the IMC
made me enjoy astronomy stronger and especially me-
teor observations, I will have very pleasant memories
of it!

G Conclusions

Although the 2007 IMC took place in June instead of
September, this did not have a negative effect on the
number of participants. Those whoe had the privilege
of taking part will keep most pleasant memories of this
as a highlight in lifetime. Our friends Francois Colas,
Jérémie Vaubaillon and the assistants, Julien Lecuhin,
Alain Montintin, Christian Huatti, of the local organiz-
ing team together with the staff of L'Hospitalet offerad
us a fantastic INC. Thank vou all for the work and ef-
fort vou did to make this possible, all the extras you
gave us, vour friendship and your human qualities!
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The Astro Poetry show director, Andrei Dorian Gheorge, Valentin Grigore and their shadows in action Phota:
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IMC photographs

Photo galleries on the IMO website: the IMC history
gince the first meeting in 1979 is documented with com-
mented photographs. Anyone who has photographs of
past IMCa and who wants to share these with all of us,
please contact Paul Hnggmuam—:. The IMC galleries are
available at: http://www.imo_net/imo/imc/history
and include o detailed overview of the 2007 TMC.

The IMC group photo is on the front cover of this
iza1e,



